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Welcome to the Bailey School of Music
at Kennesaw State University!

A student-centered academic community on the move,
we are passionate about learning through transformative
musical and educational experiences. Music engages, heals,
elevates, and inspires. The Bailey School of Music’s talented
students, expert faculty and dedicated staff connect and
empower people near and far, and, in so doing, work to
improve the world.
Nestled in the Kennesaw State University College of the
Arts, the Bailey School of Music enjoys an extraordinary
ecosystem of artistic expression and scholarship. Therefore,
music students enjoy both distinctive personal attention
and the resources of a thriving, large public university.
What’s more, our Kennesaw and Marietta campuses breathe
and contribute to the dynamic cultural, economic, and
geographic assets of metro Atlanta.
Music makes for a fabulous journey! Here, you’ll find a world
of sounds, ideas, and possibilities on the stage as in the
classroom. Let us hear from you as we shape extraordinary
futures together.
Jesús Castro-Balbi, D. M. A.
Director and Professor
Dr. Bobbie Bailey School of Music
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where PASSION is
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Program
AS ABOVE, SO BELOW

Nathan Daughtrey (b. 1975)

I. Asgard: Home of the Gods

II. Jötenheim: The Land of the Giants
Sammy Mishkin, piano

SEEING AN OLD FRIEND
Riley Hodges (b. 2001)
Bill Prichard, bass
I CHING

Dwayne Rice (b. 1974)
WHITE PINES

Michael Burritt (b. 1962)

Andrew Yi, marimba soloist
IDOLS OF AN ANCIENT GOD
Christian Kilgore (b. 2000)
APPALACHIAN MORNING
Paul Haley (b. 1952)

Arr. Omar Carmenates
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Program Notes
AS ABOVE, SO BELOW
Nathan Daughtrey (b. 1975)
I. Asgard: Home of the Gods
II. Jötenheim: The Land of the Giants
Asgard: The Home of the Gods, is the first to present the Yggdrasil
theme, which runs through both movements. This world is a land
more fertile than any other and is located high in the sky. Filled with
ascending figures throughout the ensemble, the music also celebrates
the strength, beauty, and talent of the Norse Gods who live there.
Jötenheim: The land of the Giants, features a vast, mighty wilderness
with deep, dark forests and mountain peaks. Enemies of the gods, the
giants have experienced plenty of battles here. It is also the home of
Mímir’s well of wisdom. Driven by a relentless, low ostinato in the piano
and marimba, this movement is filled with excitement from beginning
to end.
SEEING AN OLD FRIEND
Riley Hodges (b. 2001)
I wrote this work with the idea of the mind navigating through
memories of childhood friends, and the good times you shared
together. This piece creates a gentle and flowing soundscape to
encapsulate the nostalgic feeling of looking back on distant and fading
memories. The repeating phrases add and subtract layers to represent
the wandering state of the mind as its searching for remnants of some
of its oldest memories. Each larger section represents a different time
in life, each one having a slightly different feeling and emotion. The
piece eventually changes key, and the feeling here shifts from nostalgia
to hope. The earlier motifs return but this time in a more triumphant
key, representing the feeling of finally seeing an old friend.
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Program Notes
(Continued)

I CHING
Dwayne Rice (b. 1974)
I Ching, pronounced “Yee Jing,” or the Book of Changes, is an
ancient Chinese book of wisdom derived from the polar concepts
of Yang (the light or creative) and Yin (the dark or receptive). Yang is
the represented by a solid line and Yin by a broken line. These lines
are then combined into all possible groups of three, creating eight
different trigrams (a set of three lines). Each trigram is associated with
an image of something that exists between Heaven and Earth.
The book is often labeled as mysticism, but is actually very far from
it. It can be used as a practical way to approach life. Both Taoism and
Confucianism, the Lake and Heaven. The resulting piece is a set of
variations on a theme, each basically an “impression” of the trigram’s
image and meaning.
The connections between the piece and the actual I Ching run much
deeper than just the surface images of the trigrams. They not only
dictate both the form and the feel of each musical section, but their
consecutive connections into hexagrams, and those hexagram’s
degrees of change, give the piece its direction and momentum.
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Program Notes
(Continued)

WHITE PINES
Michael Burritt (b. 1962)
White Pines was inspired by the energy, crispness and majesty of these
snow-covered trees in the winter months near my home in NY. It is
scored for solo marimba with both keyboard and battery percussion.
White Pines was originally the 2nd movement to a larger 3rd
movement work titled “Home” and is dedicated to and commissioned
by the internationally renowned percussion group NEXUS. It was
premiered on a concert dedicated to sustainability and environmental
awareness at the Eastman School of Music on May 1, 2015.
Here is the poem by Kelsey Burritt: HOME
“Snow shakes the limbs but does not break them, they hold, laden
with white. The dusting glints in sunlight, fastens to the branch, secured
with frost. There is a way to live. Each evergreen bearing snow into the
blue sky knows. At night, the pines radiate a grey opaque in starlight.”
IDOLS OF AN ANCIENT GOD
Christian Kilgore (b. 2000)
Idols of an Ancient God (dedicated to Don Russell Clayton) was a
long-term project that is making its world premier on tonight’s concert.
The work explores the soundscape and timbres that come with a very
large percussion ensemble. Through this project, I tried capturing
a darker side of this instrumentation through eerie dissonance and
heavy orchestration. The work is programmatic and tells the story of an
adventurer who stumbles across something almost unholy. Hopefully,
as this work moves along, you will notice a series of things that start to
feel more and more out of control. There is no certainty if you choose
to grip Idols of an Ancient God.
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Program Notes
(Continued)

APPALACHIAN MORNING
Paul Haley (b. 1952)
Arr. Omar Carmenates
Appalachian Morning was originally composed by Paul Halley for
the Paul Winter Consort. It is one of his most famous works. This
arrangement was created by the request of Dr. John W. Parks, IV
and the Florida State University Percussion Ensemble, and is, from
a formal, melodic, and harmonic standpoint, a straight-forward
rendition comparable to any of the Paul Winter Consort’s many
recordings/performances. However, in arranging this for percussion
ensemble, I sought to bring out the bouncing yet fluid rhythmic
qualities by adding subtle (or maybe not-so-subtle) lines and colors
spread throughout the ensemble.
– Omar Carmenates
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Biographies
John Lawless
John Lawless, Senior Lecturer, joined the music faculty of Kennesaw
State University in 1998 and became the Director of Percussion Studies
in 2004. Principal Timpanist of the Atlanta Opera orchestra since 1979,
John held the same position with the Chattanooga Symphony for 21
years. Since 1978, Mr. Lawless has performed, toured and recorded
with the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra while maintaining a thriving
freelance career as a studio and pit percussionist.
A founding member of the Atlanta Percussion Trio, Mr. Lawless
performs hundreds of school concerts a year for thousands of children
throughout the Southeastern United States. Along with Scott Douglas
and Karen Hunt, the trio has been a performing group for 32 years,
bringing educational programs to children of all ages.
As a soloist, Mr. Lawless played several concertos with the Chattanooga
Symphony, including: The Olympian for 8 Timpani and Orchestra as
well as The Messenger for Multiple Percussion and Orchestra, both
written by James Oliverio. In 2009, Mr. Lawless performed Joseph
Schwantner’s Concerto for Percussion with the Cobb Symphony
Orchestra. In 2014, he performed the Southeastern premier of
Christopher Theofinidis’ Marimba Concerto with the KSU Wind
Ensemble for the Festival of New Music.
A graduate of Georgia State University, Mr. Lawless’ teachers include
Tom Float, Jack Bell, Cloyd Duff, Paul Yancich, Bill Wilder and Mark
Yancich. Previous faculty appointments include those at Georgia State
University, Clark Atlanta University and West Georgia State University.
Special THANK YOU to Russ Clayton for the wonderful gift of the first
percussion scholarship to the Bailey School of Music. This will help our
percussion studio for many, many years to come!
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music

SUMMER INTENSIVES

For rising 9th graders to high school seniors
Perform, learn advanced techniques, and study with KSU’s
incredible faculty! Improve your skills while making music with new
and old friends.

BRASS | June 1-3 | $125
STRINGS | June 1-3 | $125
PIANO | June 6-8 | $125
For middle school students

| June 13-16

REGISTER BY MAY 1, 2022
Learn more: KSUSummerIntensive.com
where PASSION is
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heard

Dr. Bobbie Bailey School of Music

Name-A-Seat
in Morgan Concert Hall

T

he Bailey School of Music is offering friends and
patrons the opportunity to dedicate a seat in
Morgan Concert Hall. Each dedicated seat will be
permanently affixed with a plaque bearing your name,
business name, or the name of someone you wish to
honor.
Your contribution of $1,000 per seat will immediately
impact the programs of the Bailey School of Music and
help to sustain the exceptional quality of music and live
performances at KSU for years to come.

To make a donation
or for more information, contact:
Kelly Smith

ksmit738@kennesaw.edu
770-912-2988
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470-578-6151 • arts.kennesaw.edu/music

College of the Arts
Prof. Harrison Long, Interim Dean
Dr. Peter Fielding, Associate Dean
Dr. Leslie J. Blackwell, Interim Associate Dean
Prof. Geo Sipp, Director, School of Art & Design
Prof. Marsha Barsky, Chair, Department of Dance
Dr. Jesús Castro-Balbi, Director, Bailey School of Music
Prof. Chuck Meacham, Chair, Department of Theatre & Performance Studies
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